
Dear Members of Ikebana International,

I am writing this message in mid-February. Very unfortunately, the number 
of new cases of COVID-19 is still surging in Japan and we have to endure 
many restrictions again. When this pandemic started, who imagined that 
this situation would continue for such a long period? 
Under these difficult circumstances, the International Board of Directors 
of Ikebana International, after long discussions with COC (Committee of 
Chairpersons) members, must now declare with great regret, that the 12th 
WORLD CONVENTION is canceled. This is an excruciating decision 

because we know how much you, our dear members, have been looking forward to this once-
in-five-year event and all the planning that has taken place to date. 

The main reason for the cancellation is that because of the COVID-19 situation it is too uncertain 
whether or not we can safely hold the convention in 2023 or 2024. Throughout this process, our 
top priority is of course the health and safety of our participants, and adding to it, the financial 
responsibility we hold to our organization.

When I said “cancellation” it does not mean the end of the world. Watching the situation cautiously, 
as soon as possible we will start preparations anew for the 13th WORLD CONVENTION.

The other good news is this: we delivered the online New Year Gathering 2022 and I am so 
glad to report that over 2100 members watched our program via YouTube. We received many 
complimentary messages and our hard work was rewarded! We will continue delivering online 
New Year programs. Please look forward to it.

Everything has its end. Someday in the very near future, we can resume face-to-face meetings 
and enjoying ikebana without wearing a face mask. We believe in the wisdom of the human 
being as well as the power of ikebana. Until then let us stay positive and wait! Your support and 
commitment are vital for our organization. I believe we are resilient enough to get through this 
challenging time together. 

In Friendship through Flowers,
Nobuko Sakata
International President 
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Online New Year Gathering 2022
Shizuko Okubo,  First Vice-President and Chairperson of Online New Year Gathering 2022

On January 21, 2022, the online 2022 New Year Gathering was delivered on YouTube for a period 
of 48 hours  beginning at 10:00 am, Japan time, during which we celebrated the New Year with 
members all over the world. There were 2174 viewers.

The program consisted of New Year Greetings from HIH 
Princess Takamado, followed by Ikebana Demonstration by 
Iemoto Akane Teshigahara of Sogetsu School, and "Reflecting 
on the History of I.I. – A Dialogue between Honorary 
Advisor Ms. Etsuko Hattori and International President 
Nobuko Sakata.” 

First of all, our members were encouraged by the warm words of HIH Princess Takamado. We 
would also  like to thank Iemoto Akane Teshigahara of the Sogetsu School for giving us the 
wonderful demonstration by video. We asked the Sogetsu School if we could air three additional 
works of her Japanese New Year demonstration online and we had an excellent response. The 
interpreter is Ms. Kiri Teshigahara and the video was filmed by Mr. Ryu Segawa.

We were grateful for the cooperation of Ms. Etsuko Hattori, who has 
been involved with Ikebana International since its inception and has 
made great contributions to Ikebana International. Our committee 
and I enjoyed Ms. Hattori's warm personality and we were honored 
and proud to have recognized her lifetime achievement on behalf of 
our organization. We would also like to acknowledge the important 
role played by I.I. New York Chapter. As we were planning the New 
Year Gathering, we sent an email to their chapter president asking 

for historical photos of three major Iemotos demonstrating on the same stage at the First North 
American Regional Conference that took place in New York City. I was glad that they kindly 
searched their archives for the photos and sent them to me for inclusion in the video.

I am glad the International board members were able to help produce the wonderful program 
of ikebana. Thank you for watching and supporting us and we thank you for your cooperation.

Fundraising
Chiaki Sugimura,  Development Director / Chie Nakayama,  Historian

HIH Princess Takamado, Honorary President, honored us with her presence at the Ikebana 
International Fair hosted by Tokyo Founding Chapter on December 14, 2021 at the Royal Park 
Hotel. International Board of Directors sold goods which were donated by the Past International 
Presidents as well as other members at the HQ Booth. Proceeds of JPY 367,600 were raised 
from the sales and the funds raised were donated to HQ to cover the costs needed to organize 
the NYG, 2022. Thank you very much for your kind cooperation.
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Membership Report
Noriyo Nagasaki,  International Third-Vice President

I would like to express my gratitude to you all for registering your membership in very difficult 
times.
As of February 17, 2022, the total number of members is 6,200, an increase of more than 200 
since Oct. 16, 2021.

Regarding the Membership Drive Campaign, I would like to express my sincere respect and 
gratitude for the effort of the chapters listed below. They each had 10 or more new members 
registered by the end of January (excluding the chapters mentioned in the last issue).
Tokyo Founding Chapter   New York Chapter #7   Boston Chapter #17   Paris Chapter #219   

However, the number of registrations is far from the 7,000 we need for the smooth running 
of our organization. We continue to accept new members and renewals beyond the time for 
submissions.

I would like to share some great news! A new Prospective Chapter, Seoul Chapter was approved 
on July 6, 2021 and is designated #268. Expanding the circle of friendship through flowers in 
Korea is exciting for us all. We would like to say congratulations and give them a warm welcome. 

Unfortunately, there is some sad news as well. Akron Chapter #114, Valdivia Chapter #203 and 
Spokane Chapter #230 were disbanded on July 6, 2021. We are starting 2021-2022 with 138 
chapters.

Continuing on a positive note, we are also in the process of considering proposals for the 
establishment of a two additional new chapters. We hope to be able to report positively about 
this in the near future.

Your continued support and cooperation are highly appreciated. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me at i.i.thirdvp@ikebanahq.org

Delay in delivery of I.I. Magazine
Noriyo Nagasaki,  International Third-Vice President 

We have had some enquiries about the delivery schedule for I.I. magazines. We dispatch 
I.I. magazines three times a year in November, March and July and have continued to do so 
throughout the pandemic. It usually takes from one to three months for the Asia region, two to 
three months for Europe and the North & Central America regions, and around four months 
for the Middle East, Africa and South America regions.
However, the postal services have been badly disrupted by the pandemic with long delays and 
in some cases the suspension of services. We strive hard to expedite magazines.
Your understanding and patience are very much appreciated.
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The 12th World Convention
Wienczyslawa Sato,  World Convention Chairperson

I would like to wish you a very joyful New Year despite this tough time. I hope that the new 
year brings you happiness and prosperity, and that in time the world will again be a safe place.

With great sadness I am informing you that the 12th World Convention has been canceled due 
to the pandemic situation, which continued for over two years. This hard decision was made to 
ensure that each and every member from all over of the world could arrive in Tokyo and attend 
this important event in safe circumstances. 

We cannot predict whether year 2023 will or will not be without the coronavirus. Nonetheless 
I believe the situation will improve – and we will restart the 13th World Convention as soon as 
safety is ensured. 

I really wish that I could share with you only good news. However, I am sad to report that, 
here in Japan, we are experiencing the sixth pandemic wave and it has been challenging for our 
convention committees to do their job. 

At this difficult time, it is amazing how members of Ikebana International have found ways to 
enjoy the art of ikebana via Zoom meetings, virtual ikebana demonstrations and exhibitions – and 
we are united as a garland of flowers. I have no doubt that ikebana will stay with us forever!

Ikebana Grand Prix 2021 
Yoko Ueda,  Public Relations Director

The 94th Ikebana Grand Prix 2021, organized by 
the Teikoku Kadoin was held at the Kitasenju 
Theatre 1010 in Tokyo from November 21 to 
24, 2021. The Ikebana Grand Prix is an ikebana 
exhibition that has been held across ikebana 
schools to improve ikebana techniques, to spread 
the wonder of ikebana, and to provide a good 
opportunity for young artists to study.

Ikebana International sponsored five categories: 
the classical style, the free style, the section of 
designated ikebana materials, the section of special judges, and the section of small ikebana. 
Unfortunately, the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony and the Award Ceremony were canceled because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but on the first day of the exhibition, International President Nobuko 
Sakata was able to have friendly exchanges with the Ikebana International Award winners.

I k ebana  In t e rna t i ona l  | Vol. 66 Issue 2

- 4 -



You may be looking at the renewed magazine
Mikie Arai,  Publication Director

In 2021, the editing company has changed as of Ikebana International Magazine Vol. 66-1, and 
the cover of the renewed magazine features the work of Mr. Susumu Maki, a Japanese-style 
painter. Also, as part of the re-plan, for the first time in 23 years, the “Face to Face” interviews 
with Iemotos of various schools, has been reinstituted. We believe you enjoy them. If you have 
any opinions or wishes, please feel free to contact us so that we can deliver a more fulfilling 
magazine. 
Publication; Mikie Arai  i.i.publication@ikebanahq.org

Chapter Anniversaries  Congratulations 2022
65th Anniversary
ST. LOUIS #3 Apr.
LOS ANGELES #4 Jul.
LONDON #6 Sep.
NEW YORK #7 Oct.

60th Anniversary
BUENOS AIRES #40 Sep.
OMAHA #60 Sep.
ADELAIDE #61 Mar.
ST. PETERSBURG #65 Sep.
DENVER #66 Sep.

55th Anniversary
NAGOYA #100 Sep.
SANTIAGO #103 Mar.
TAIPEI #105 Sep.
MANILA #108 Mar.
SARASOTA #115 Sep.

50th Anniversary
ST. ANDREW #156 Sep.
NAPLES #160 Sep.
CAGAYAN DE ORO #163 Sep.
MOBILE #164 Sep.
TRAVERSE CITY #165 Sep.
SUN CITIES #167 Sep.

45th Anniversary
GERMANY-SOUTH #174 Feb.
PRETORIA #179 Sep.
BERMUDA #180 Sep.
ANN ARBOR #183 Sep.

40th Anniversary
NETHERLANDS #215 Dec.

30th Anniversary
FORT WORTH #38 Nov.

25th Anniversary
PARIS #219 Mar.
QUITO #233 Dec.
STOCKHOLM #241 Mar.

15th Anniversary
GURUGRAM #255 Jul.

10th Anniversary
SARAH P. DUKE #264 Jun.
ATLANTA #265 May

Payment Options
Masumi Narabe,  Treasurer

Foreign Currency Check
All major banks in Japan have stopped accepting foreign currency checks whose payment is 
made overseas.
PayPal Private Limited
Unfortunately, due to legal and regulatory constraints, PayPal Private Limited is unable to 
process donation payments for non-registered charities and nonprofit organizations (NPOs), 
political party/organizations, religious institutions, personal/organizational fundraisers, etc., in 
countries under its jurisdiction. Accordingly, we ask that all donations sent to Japan, be made 
by bank transfer. We apologize for the inconvenience this might cause, and thank you for your 
understanding in this matter.
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 1.  CREDIT CARD  –  PAYPAL ON I.I. WEBSITE
For Membership Dues and Online Shopping
PayPal Handling Charge:     +5%
1) Credit Card:  Visa, Master Card, American Express, etc.
2) PayPal Account Transfer:  account@ikebanahq.org

 2.  MONEY TRANSFER  –  JAPAN POST OFFICE
Only for Japan Domestic, because Japan Post Office terminated the international money 
transfer service as of March 2020.
Account Number and the Name: 00170-4-719272, Ikebana International

 3.  MONEY TRANSFER – MIZUHO BANK, LTD
For Membership Dues and Donations
Receiving Bank Charge:  + JPY 4,000 / Transfer
Bank Name :  MIZUHO BANK, LTD. Kudan Branch.
  2-4 Kanda Jimbo-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0051, JAPAN
Branch Number: 532 
Account Number and the Name: 0719019, Ikebana International
Swift Code: MHCBJPJT

Special Note: Important Banking Information

All payments to Ikebana International must be in Japanese Yen net of any bank charges.
The remitter is requested to pay all bank charges levied by the sending bank and any charges applied 
by intermediary banks in addition to the receiving bank charge of JPY4,000.

Misaki Bldg. 5F, 3-28-9 Kanda Ogawamachi Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0052 JAPAN  
+81-3-3293-8188, fax +81-3-3294-2272IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL Headquarters

Visit I.I. Website http://ikebanahq.org
Log in to Members Only page, password: 1956sakura

Sakura News can be read
on our homepage.

October  2021 - January 2022

In Memoriam
✿ Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends. 

Tokyo Founding Mr. Wafu Teshigahara
Tokyo Founding Ms. Keiko Komatsuzaki
Tokyo Founding Ms. Yoko Nakayama
Tokyo Founding Ms. Toyoko Toyama
Geneva  #143 Ms. Fatima Rahal
Sun Cities  #167 Mr. David Payne
Dhaka  #245 Ms. Dil Rowshon Akhtary
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